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agreed to assist him in maintaining, was causing
great hindrance to Russian trade; while the
establishment of the Grand Duchy of Warsaw
promised to engender complications everywhere
along the border.

Napoleon's tyranny over Prussia had mean-
while become more and more marked, more and
more oppressive. The pecuniary demands were
increased under every sort of pretext; new military
roads or rights of way through Prussian territory
were claimed on other grounds, but the real object
was to render the eventual occupation of Prussia
more easy; in those fortresses which were still
occupied by French garrisons provisions and am-
munition were accumulated. Boyen, who with
Scharnhorst, was a member of the military com-
mission that had to deal with Napoleon complains
of the scornful tone in which new demands were
made. No secret was made of what treatment
Prussia had to expect.

Already, even more keenly than Russia, she felt
the hardships of the European blockade. Some
of the forbidden wares had come to be looked upon
as necessaries of life; and although in the winter
of 1810 and 1811 hundreds of sleighs forming long
caravans brought coffee, sugar, and the like to
Berlin the supply was immeasurably short of the
demand. Boyen tells us of a curious state of
affairs that resulted: how the Prussian Govern-
ment, while officially prohibiting the entry of
English and colonial wares, secretly bribed Napole-